
Upcoming Events 
Jan 18: MNO ~ Mom’s Night Out ~ Dinner 
and Bunco @GCBC, 5 pm-8 pm 
Jan 27: Meeting ~ “Courage to Be 
Generous” 
Feb 10: Meeting ~ “Be you, Passionate” 
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January Birthdays 
Jaime Wizner  1/5 
Tanya Foster  1/6 

Holly Curby  1/25 
Deborah Beall  1/27 
Nicole Hayes  1/29 

Happy Birthday!

Every year, I dread the end of the Holiday season and the beginning of a new year.  A 
WHOLE. NEW. LONG. YEAR. I find myself dreading the end of winter which brings plenty 
of inversions, crusty, dirty snow; a Spring that never seems to get warmer; and a short, yet 
oddly an obnoxious “hot” summer. Finally, the fall and Holiday season begin and we can all 
be happy again (apparently). 

When my husband, Andy and I first met, we were in agreement about the dread of the year, 
and as far as we knew, we were the first ones to assemble the year in the context of a 
workweek.  We’re working for the weekend right??  

January is Monday. No one likes Monday! It’s the beginning of a long, workweek that you 
just can’t wait to end. Mid-February, March, and April are Tuesday, just another workday to 
get to Wednesday. The summer months, particularly June and July are Wednesday.  While 
not as loathsome as spring (Monday and Tuesday), Wednesday is the beginning of the end. 
August and September are Thursday, because you are getting ready for the weekend: school 
is gearing up, fall sports have begun, the air is cooler and the leaves begin to change. 
October is Friday, and November and December are respectively the weekend. 

All the negativity aside, I can’t live my life wishing away the weeks and years. I would be 
missing the real blessings that God has for me! Each week and each year provides the 
opportunity for new beginnings and opportunities, an exciting thought to think about: the 
new things God has in store for us. He is unchanging and always in control. God is going to 
bring us to new adventures and the unexpected and we can fully trust and rely on Him to 
bring us through.  Sometimes we go through trials that take us to the edge of struggle and 
pain unlike anything we’ve ever experienced. Sometimes He brings us to joys and blessings 
that we never knew to be possible. We even are challenged to take risks into unchartered 
territory of life. Ultimately, we are given the chance each year to live it to it’s fullest. As we 
begin 2015, I want to challenge you to live your new year to it’s fullest, where you can: 
“Love Deeply, Risk Wildly, Live Fully, BE YOU BRAVELY”.  Psalm 16:11 

Written by: Andrea Madison, Co-Coordinator

✴ Be sure to “Like” us on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GCBCMOPS 
✴ Don’t forget to check out our website: http://gcbcmops.org 
✴ GCBC MOPS Coordinators ~ gcbcmops@gmail.com  

✴ Andrea Madison ~ 214.766.5128 or Nicole Hayes ~ 801.891.6821
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MOPS Swap! Bring any baby or children’s items you don’t want or need anymore to MOPS.  Another mom might be needing that item and 
you can pick up anything you might need brought by another mom!

He’s Doing a New Thing! 

God is very interested in our future. Isaiah 43:18-19 says,  

Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing 
a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am 

making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland. 

We can learn a lot from our past – from the things we’ve done well 
and the things we’ve messed up. But we shouldn’t limit our future 
by fixating on our past –  
 how we didn’t accomplish what we set out to do. 
  how we let someone down. 
   how disappointed God must be. 

Regardless of our failures, we can start over. 
 • Thomas Edison tried 200 elements before he found the          

right one that made the light bulb work. 
 • George Washington lost 2/3 of this battles.          
 • Abraham Lincoln lost 10 out of 12 elections before he          

became President. 
 • Babe Ruth had 714 home runs, but he also had 1,330          

strikeouts. 

God is more interested in our future than he is our past. 

2015 is full of possibility. It is a blank slate laid out before you. 
What are you going to do with it?

Memory Jar: 
A New Year's Tradition 
Time goes by too fast. With days filled with 
running errands, cooking meals, and other 
tasks, many of us don’t have enough time to 
get everything done, let alone keep a family 
journal.   It’s no wonder that when New Year’s Eve rolls around 
many of us are asking ourselves,“What happened this year?” 

Of course, all the big memories are never forgotten. It’s the little 
ones - the tiny joys that tend to be forgotten. That is why this year 
is the perfect year to start a new tradition in order to remember all 
the little things…A Memory Jar! 

All you need is a jar and some pieces of paper. You can decorate it 
however you wish, or just leave it plain. From there on, it’s easy! 
• Write down the things that make you laugh.   The things that 

bring tears of joy.   Those moments that you don’t want to 
forget. 

• Collect concert tickets, movie stubs, hotel key cards, and 
newspaper clippings.   Each one of these seemingly 
meaningless pieces of paper is a memory. 

• Collect anything that represents the time you spent together 
as a family. For example, children say the funniest things...so 
why not write them down? 

Then, next year on New Year’s Eve, sit down with your family and 
take a trip down memory lane. 

MOPPETS JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
Aaron Pierce   1/5 
Caelum Self   1/8 
Gavin Hayes   1/12 
Sophia Pereboom   1/27 
Sophie Foster   1/28 
Charlotte & Audrey Smith  1/30 

Happy Birthday!

Announcements 
★ Join us for Mom’s Night Out at GCBC on Sunday, January 18th, 

5-8 pm for Dinner and Bunco - $5 donation suggested. 
★ MOPS Playdate coming soon - stay tuned for details!


